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History Of Merrillville 


Merrillville boasts a long and rich 
history, though the town did not offi¬ 
cially exist until incorporated in late 
1971. Long before fiir traders arrived 
in the area at the southern tip of Lake 
Michigan, peace-loving Pottawatomie 
Indians, a nation of hunters and fisher¬ 
men, were enjoying the natural riches 
of the dense forests and gently rolling 
terrain of the Great Lakes region. 

As early as 1834, a ceremonial 
clearing in the woods was called 
McGwinn’s Village after one of the 
hardy frontiersmen who camped there. 
However, this proved to be only the first 
of the area's many names. In 1835, 
Jeremiah Wiggins arrived. His famed 
"gift of gab" and intriguing trinkets soon 
persuaded the Indians that Wiggins was 
staying and the area was named Wiggins 
Point. 

Time saw Wiggins Point become a 
popular stop for wagon trains bound for 
Chicago, Joliet and Kankakee, Illinois. 
As the nation expanded its western 
boundaries, 16 trails radiated in all di¬ 
rections from the little settlement. Stores, 
hotels, liveries and other businesses sup¬ 
porting the busy wagon and coach trade 
began to spnng up. Notable was the Old 
California Exchange Hotel, built in 
1842, on the stage route established 
along the old Sauk Trail (73rd Avenue) 
from Ft. Dearborn (Chicago) to Crown 
Point. 

When Wiggins died in 1838, local 
residents decided the name Contreville 
was a more dignified title for the thriv¬ 
ing settlement, only to change it later to 
Merrillville in honor of William and 


Dudley Memll, successful brothers who 
had a great unpact on the town's early 
growth. In fact, Dudlev Merrill, recog¬ 
nizing the value of owning property 
along the Sauk Trail, purchased land and 
created the town's first subdivision 
Merrillville remained the 
community's name until the town and 
its neighboring settlements - Deep River, 
Ross, Turkey Creek, Ainsworth, 
Lottaville and Rexville - organized col¬ 
lectively under the central government 
of Ross Township Thus, the area re¬ 


mained for more than 125 years until 
the town was formed with the name 
Merrillville. 

Cataloguing and researching the 
many stories that compose Merrillville's 
colorful history, the Ross Township His- 
toncal Society sponsored a book relat¬ 
ing the town's past through a collection 
of stories and pictures of the families 
and homes of Ross Township. The his¬ 
torical society also operates a museum in 
John Wood's Mill along Deep River east 
of the town, reftirbishcc! by the Lake 
County Parks and Recmation Department 


Merrillville Culture 


The people of Merrillville have it 
all when it comes to amusements and 
cultural pursuits Ranging from high 
school plays to major stars of the pro¬ 
fessional entertainment world 
Merrillville has an offering of something 
for everyone's enjoyment. 

The nationally pronunent Holiday 
Star Theatre is the brightest addition to 
the Midwest's entertainment life 

With seating for 3,300, the $8 mil¬ 
lion theatre features an obstructed view¬ 
ing and a thrust stage taking entertain¬ 
ers into the audience 

The greats of the entertainment 
world, ranging from Kenny Rogers to 
Henry Mancini and Donna Summer, 
have been among stars appearing in 
Merrillville The theatre also features 
stage productions, includmg lavish mu¬ 
sicals and stark drama 


Look Inside For 
Big Anniversary 
Savings From 
Local Merrillville 
Businesses! 


Also a major part of Merrillville's 
cultural expenence is the Northwest In¬ 
diana Symphony. For more than 40 
years it has offered renowned leaders 
of the fine arts in the annual series of 
classical concerts, many held at 
Merrillville High School 

A division of the symphony, the 
Northwest Indiana Youth Orchestra also 
presents an annual winter concert 
Students at MerrilK ille and Andrean 
high schools prepare seasonal plays and 
concerts: and an adult theatre group pro¬ 
vides entertainment opportunities dur¬ 
ing summer months 

Unique to Northwest Indiana is a 
planetarium at Pierce Junior High 
School where programs for the entire 
family are provided 

And a gem seldom found m com- 
mumties Merrillville's size is a regional 
reference library offering a wealth of 
materials and services. 

The research facility ser\ es as head¬ 
quarters for 13 branches of the Lake 
County Public Library'. Memllville has 
a community branch of the library. 

Many activities to enhance living 
can be found at all times of the y ear in 
Merrillville. 

Summer bnngs a series of nation¬ 
ally recognized ethnic festivals. Foods 
and entertainment atune to the theme of 
the festivals is a treat for thousands who 
frequent the once-a-year extravaganzas 
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TANNING SALON 


THE ULTRAMATE 
TANNNG EXPERIENCE 
• 3 LEVELS OF BEDS 
• 10 ULTRA aEAN ROOMS 

755-0131 

Conveniently Located on US 30 

610 W. 81st Ave., Merrillville 


Open 7 Days • Convenient Hours 

NEW CUSTOMERS , 
FIRST TAN FREE' ‘ 
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"Carefree Senior Living" 

A home for all seasons 



APARTMEHTS ♦ RCMTAL HOMES 

7265 McKinley Circle • Merrillville, IM 46410 • 219-736-3835 


DATANET REALTY 


Real Estate Sales 

5450 Broadway (Broadway Plaza) 
—Merrillville. IN 46410-1648 
(219)981-3800 Fax (219) 981-3813 


Since 1981, DATANET has provided ’’Computerized Oflfice Information 
Systems” to the greater ”Chicagoland” and ”NorthWest Indiana” areas 
We now bring the power of automated information, structured in a maimer, 
to provide you with the finest Real Estate services available: 

Real Estate Sales, Landlord and Tenant Services 
and Financial Preparation, 

Our personnel are licensed, certified and constantly undergoing training to 
provide you with the latest and surest ways of handling your real estate needs. 
Home ownership is one of the largest investments you’ll ever make 
Our goal is to serve you with expertise so that you'll be confident in 
that investment from start to finish. 

Automated paperwork handling ensures that agreements, addendums, 
disclosure forms, and applications for services are prepared completely and 
accurately, to avoid delays when it comes time to close the deal. 

We will give you: confidentiality, care, obedience, 
accounting, loyalty and disclosure. 

Real Estate Sales 

We offer all tbmis of "agency" currently allowed by state law. 
Seller Agency • Buyer Agaicy • Limited Agency 

Landlord and Tenant Services 

We attempt to put "good landlords" together with "good tenants". 
Landlord Services • Tenant Services 


Financial Preparation 

Phase I: FREE Seminar; Home buyers (especially first-timers), 
and future tenants should attend this session. 

Phase II: Budget Work-Up; All the necessary fects and figures needed to 
support your application for financmg or occupancy are gathered and assembled. 
Phase ni; Submitting the Application; We will submit your application portfolio to 
the lenders or landlords of your choice or to some of the many providers in the area. 
Phase IV: Follow-Up; Once you've occupied your dream residence, well 
periodically help you to maintain a strong and up to date financial picture. 




^TJtcxfUlltAclte 



BUSINESS SAVERS LTD. 

Publisher of this Special Edition Anniversary 
Newspaper.For information on advertising or 
publishing special Anniversary issues call 

( 630 ) 963'9114 


WALK FOR LIFI 



Rated the #1 Treadmill in Quality 8^ Price 
by Consumer’s Guide 9 Years in a Row! 

6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH 

For a limited time only you can receive 6 months same as 
cash financing on The Pacemaster Pro-Plus Auto and the 
all new Pro Plus Interactive Heart Rate Treadmill 



XERCISE 
WNGS 


Where Fitness Begins 


Next to Coconuts Across from Kohl’s 
1825 E. 80th (Route 30). Merrillville 

219 - 756-3322 



QUALITY SELECTION EXPERTISE SERVICE PRICE 







































Merrillville At Its Finest 


The thriving stop-off point for 
wagon trains headed west, Merrillville 
is echoing its earh' history with a dy¬ 
namic shout. Merrillville has made it¬ 
self known With surprising energy, the 
town has rapidly left its rural beginnings 
to become a major regional center of 
commerce It is more than a stopping- 
off point. Merrillville is the local point 
of the map 

Its thriving corporate headquarters, 
sparkling new residential areas, large 
shopping malls and ^tastic convention- 
entertainment center attract visitors from 
throughout the nation and beyond. 

This decade w ill see an exciting pe- ‘ 
riod of continued growdi With an estl- ^ 
mate that Merrillville's population could 
reach an amazing 100,000 in 20 years, 
planning provides for expansion of light 
industry, commercial centers, profes¬ 
sional facilities and residential areas. 

Merrillville has guided its phenom¬ 
enal growth through careful planning. 

A master plan has laid out future devel¬ 
opment creating a pleasant mix of sub¬ 
urban living with business to maintain 
a well-balanced economic base. Im¬ 
provements such as w idening streets and 
the expansion of sanitary facilities meets 
demands of a growing commumty. High 
visibility of its professional police de¬ 
partment promotes a secure environ¬ 
ment Dedicated volunteers staff a fire 
department with modem facilities. 

The vitality of new growth is evi¬ 
dent everywhere. There are stunning, 
convenient shopping centers such as 
Southlake Mall, a large urban mall with 
135 stores, and Century Mall with room 
for 45 stores. Magnificent churches, and 


architecturally unique medical center 
and professional offices 

Merrillville contmues to develop a 
high quality of life for its residents. The 
Holiday Plaza brings the nation's top 
performers to its' modem entertainment 
complex Readers can lose themselves 
in a wealth of resource matenals avail¬ 
able in a modem county library . Sym¬ 
phony orchestras present local concerts 
The beauty of nature is at hand in var¬ 
ied parks and nearby agriculture lands 
provide a pleasing atmosphere in which 
to work and live. 

Enjoying its location as the center 
of Northwest Indiana, its growth and its 
proximity to metropolitan Chicago 
Merrillville is establishing its identity as 
a leader in leisure-living and commer¬ 
cial-industrial development. 

Merrillville is idi dly situated with 
vast cultural and recreational resources 
from fine universities to the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore The rich 
farmlands of southern Lake County at 
the town's perimeter belie the fact the 
world's largest steel-making complex 
stretches along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline to the north. Located 30 min¬ 
utes from the myriad resources of the 
Chicago metropolitan area. Merrillville 
enjoys an envied proximity to other 
major Midwestern industrial markets. 

Its advantageous location gives 
Merrillville multiple accessibility The 
intersection of 1-65 and U.S. 30 serves 
as a strategic link to the entire national 
highway system. Interstate 65 offers 
access to 1-80,1-94 and U.S. 6 directly 
to the north. The famed Lincoln High¬ 
way (U.S. 30) bisects important north- 
south U.S. 41 and in-town state roads 



Cary Shaffer and his staff would li% to * 
congratulate MerrillyPe'^on its Birthday *' 
Celebration. We at Shaffer ijHyundai- 
Mitsubishi are also celebratingoHr 7th y 
Year in Merrillville, and we owe it all tc 
^ you our customers. 



ITiank Vbu N. W. 

Indiana For 7 
Wonderful Years ’ 

Shafter Mitsubishi 


Sales On New Pre-Driven 
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53 (Broadway) and 55 (Taft) For its 
part, the town is ever-improving access 
routes through the community 

Residents and businessmen find air 
travel convement at four important re¬ 
gional airports. The busy Porter County 
Airport at nearby Valparaiso offers com¬ 
muter service with daily flights between 
Michigan City, Valparaiso and 
Chicago's O'Hare International Airport 
The Porter County facility also provides 
complete services for large corporate jets 
and pnvate aircraft 

Air services and facilities are also 
available at Griffith and Gary Airports 
Tri-State Motor Coaches several times 
daily wisks passengers from Mcmllville 
to the mtemational terminals at O'Hare. 

Nearly a dozen mainline railroads 
connect shippers in the area with vital 


commercial regions while more than 40 
truck lines offer overnight service to key 
cities within 300 miles of Mernllvillc 
In adjacent communities, commuters get 
fast service on South Shore Line trams 
runnmg from South Bend to Chicago 
Amtrack senice is available in nearby 
Dyer 

Prime shipping facilities are also 
readily available at the Port of Indiana, 
a man-made port specifically designed 
and built for St Law rence Seaway traf¬ 
fic Foreign and domestic freighters dock 
there to unload and load literally mil¬ 
lions of tons of raw matenals and prod¬ 
ucts Within 24 hours by truck or tail of 
more than 160 million people, the har¬ 
bor is w ithin easy reach of every major 
component of the American economy 
from steel to gram 



ITT HARTFORD 


John J. Racich 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 


8049 Cleveland Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 


For Policy Changes 
Coverage Questions 
Billing Questions 

CALL 1-800-624-5578 


For Claims Reporting 

CALL 1800-423-0033 

















McGwinn’s Village - Wiggins’ Point 


Ross Township 

Ross township was named after an 
carK settler. William Ross, who settled 
in the Deep Riv er area in 1833 Up un¬ 
til this time there were no white men in 
this area except for an occasional ftir 
trader, hunter, trapper or soldier sta¬ 
tioned at Fort Dearborn (later called 
Chicago ) Wlule Ross did not live within 
the boundaries of the present Ross 
Township, he lived in the Deep River 
area which was at one time Ross Town¬ 
ship The original Ross Township was 
div ided in 1883 and the name Ross was 
given to the western section Not such 
is known about \V illiam Ross except that 
he was killed bv a falling tree in 1836 

Indian History 

In 1839 the gov emment began sell¬ 
ing land in Lake countv The onlv land 
given out before this was to nineteen 
Pottawatomie chiefs and ten white men 

In the purchase agreement with the 
Indians, the U S Government agreed to 
grant certain land to the chiefs The acres 
which was called a "float" These floats 
were well chosen bv Indians who knew 
that land bv rivers was most valuable 
(The name "float" is denved from the 
location of their land by watenvays ) 
While thev had manv trails through the 
wilderness which is now Merrillville, 
thev used rivers for their most conve¬ 
nient transportation as well as for their 
value as a food supply of fish and wa¬ 
terfowl 

McGwinn's 
Indian Viliage 

McGwinn's Village located in 
present-dav Mernllvillc, was an Indian 
village named after a chieftan who had 
lived, died, and was buried there In 

1834 McGwinn's Village was a 
Pottawatomie v illage of good size The 
dancing floor was one of the largest 
around It was not realiv a floor but earth 
which had been troden rock-hard and 
smooth bv the many moccasmed feet 
over the vears It was where Indians 
danced at their council fires, ceremonies 
were held, and weddings were cel¬ 
ebrated 

A few rods awav was the village 
burial grounds In its center was a flag 
pole from which a white flag flew, mean¬ 
ing those who lav buned there were at 
peace in the Happv Hunting Ground 
There may have been as manv as one 
hundred graves here Children’s bodies 
weren't buned but suspended in baskets 
from trees The baskets had bells at¬ 
tached so that the wind would cause 
them to tinkle and awaken the tiny souls 
and make them live again. 

No one knows where Jeremiah 
Wiggins' came from He was accepted 
by the Pottawatomies in McGwinn's 
Village because he knew their language 
and had supposedlv come to trade with 
them He calmed their fears b> passing 
out glass beads which were popular with 
the Indians 

Wiggins, big and brawnv, arrived 
in what is now Merrillville, in March, 

1835 He claimed all of the land of 
McGwinn’s Village including the danc¬ 
ing floor and burial ground He told the 
Indians that since the> were hunting tnbe 
and were barely using the land for farm¬ 
ing, he would plow up whatever ground 


thev needed for their crops and then plow 
the rest for his own use Being a peace- 
loving tribe, the chief agreed. The 
squaws were especiallv happy to have 
their small com patches plowed for 
them 

So Wiggins settled at McGwinn's 
Village But life was not always smooth 
during his brief residence One day the 
Indians discovered a grave had been dis¬ 
turbed and the bodv of a young brave 
stolen along with the deer skm, belt of 
wampum, a rifle, and kettle of hickory 
nuts, all of which were to give the dead 
man a new st^d the Land Beyond 

The natives of McGwinn's Village, 
or Wiggins' Point as it was becoming 
known, spread out looking for tracks 
Wagon tracks leading to the coach road 
were discovered It was later thought that 
a V oung doctor from the new town of 
Michigan City had looted the burial 
ground for the skeleton It is a story 
which was never proved. 

Nonetheless, a few days after the 
grave robbery two Indian Braves, armed 
with rifles, walked into the field where 
Wiggins was working After sitting there 
a few mmutes, they walked to the open 
grave while looking back at Wiggins 
every' few moments Wiggins was 
alarmed even though he protested that 
he knew nothing about the robbery He 
was a white man though and feared re¬ 
venge for the deed might be taken out 
on hun For half a day the Indians sat 
looking at Wiggins and the grave. Fi¬ 
nally, they returned to their village with¬ 
out harming hun His life may have been 
spared only because of the 
Pottawatomie's peaceful ways 

Wiggins was still fearful and, hop¬ 
ing that the Indians would forget the in¬ 
cident, closed the grave But he didn't 
stop here With the plow which he had 
helped the squaws, he turned to sod of 
the entire cemetery making it a part of 
his field. 

TTiere was much crying and dismay 
in the Indian village that night, but no 
violence toward Wiggins But the story 
of the destruction spread quickly and 
years later other Indian tribes on their 
way westward stopped and mourned the 
desecration 

Wiggins died during the summer of 
1838 when a scourge of sickness stmek 
both the Indians and white men alike. 
He was buried near the old Indian cem¬ 
etery which he had so brazenly plowed 
under 

After the first pioneer, others came 
quickly. In 1838 the Saxton family 
reached Lake County with only $5 in 
gold Their load of belongings, though 
sparse, was heavy Their oxen became 
stuck in the mud of Turkey Creek. So, 
for $2 a pioneer helped them out. Now, 
with only $3 left, they arrived in 
Wiggins' Point Before the end of the 
year Saxton was the new owner of 
Jeremiah Wiggins' cabin and claim. His 
family lived there many years thereaf¬ 
ter He had many descendants m the later 
village of Centerville and Merrillville 

The site of McGwinn's Village is 
now in the area of Merrillville known 
as Forest Hills, located southeast of 73rd 
Avenue and Broadway. The old Indian 
dancing floor is reputed to be a play¬ 
ground in the Forest Hills subdivision. 
The once untamed praine and woodland 
IS now quite civilized 


Sauk Trail 

There were at one time sixteen trails 
leading from McGwinn's Village in all 
directions One of the most widely used 
trails by Indians of many tribes was the 
Sauk (Sac) Trail It is now known in 
Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties as 
the Lmcoln Highway In Memllville it 
is called 73rd Avenue or Route 330. It 
entered Lake County at what is now 
Dyer, passed through Schererville, 
Merrillville and Wood's Mill and con¬ 
tinued on eastward At Merrillville the 
old trail left vihat is now the highway 
about 1/4 mile west of town and went a 
little southeast for about 3/4 of a mile 
This diveigence was made by the set¬ 
tlers who lived to the north of the trail 
and made for__or access to then prop¬ 

erties 

In 1849 Sauk Trail became the trail 
for the gold rush to California The first 
hotel in early Merrillville, tiie Califor¬ 
nia Exchange, took its name from this 
event. 

Today' there is a historic marker on 
73rd Avenue and Van Buren Street at the 
entrance to Turkey Creek Subdivision 
convnenioiating this famous trail h reads 


About 1/4 mile from the present 
Sauk Trail marker, going southeast, was 
at one time two trees of unusual shape 
They' appeared to have been bent over 
when young sapplings, causmg them to 
split. The tops pointed in an east-west 
direction Growth continued in an up¬ 
right direction after this bend These zig¬ 
zag trees were called marking trees and 
were used by Indians to mark trails. Un¬ 
fortunately these marking trees were cut 
down in 1966. 

The Indians Leave 
White Men Come 

In 1834 most Indians in Lake 
County had left In 1836 the 
Pottawatomie Indian tnbe agreed to give 
up their lands in Indiana within two 
years In pay-ment for this land they were 
to receive $1 per acre plus a 320 acre 


tract for each Indian in Kansas Those 
chiefr who had "floats" sold them to 
white settlers within a few years and 
moved on also. 

Shortly after the Saxtons came, 
Dudley and William Merrill took over 
land on the north side of the old Indian 
trail opposite the Saxton cabm A settle¬ 
ment soon began to develop there 

As settlers moved in, nghts to their 
claimed land were protected by the 
Squatter's Union. This organization 
which grew in size to about five hun¬ 
dred men w'as established to protect the 
settlers against speculators who might 
bid on the land they occupied before they 
could register their claim with the gov¬ 
ernment These occupants were called 
"squatters" and had no legal title to the 
land upon which they settled until 1834 
w hen the government surv ey ed the land 
and then registered claims In 1837, the 
Claim Register where newcomers filed 
claims for parcels of land from the gov¬ 
ernment shows 81 men had settled in all 
of Lake County 

Soon a village b^an to develop west 
ofWiggins' Point It centered around the 
Sauk Trail or what is now 73rd Avenue 
between Broadway and Madison Street 


The settlers thought the village would 
be more appropriately named 
Centerville. So, in 1844, with the open¬ 
ing of the town's first post office, the 
name was changed to Centerville. 

Because the Sauk Trail was used by 
so many settlers on their way west, need 
for a hotel was soon felt. Next door to 
the California Exchange at the Northeast 
comer of 73rd Avenue and Madison 
Street, a general store was built A black¬ 
smith shop opened aiKl many homes were 
built along the Sauk Trail as well as 
nearbv Dudley Merrill, one of the origi¬ 
nal Merrill brothers, opened a cheese fac¬ 
tory, was proprietor of the hotel for awhile, 
and meanwhile maintained a farm. 

In 1848, because of the strong influ- 
jKe of the Merrill brothers on the devel¬ 
oping town, the town's name was again 
changed, this time to Merrillville The 
name has remained over 130 vears 


Qreat fashioa 



A new resale & 
consignment shop 
offering men's,women's 
and children's clothing, j 
toys, accessories, crafts f 
and more! ' 


Olo^al »: 

RAGDOLL 

^SALE & CONSIGNMENT SHOP 

INDIANAPOUSBLVD..HIGHLAND.INDIANA « 924-6588 



Great Sauk (Sac) Trail 

(east-west through this point) 

Part of a transcontinental trail used by 
prehistoric people of North America. It 
passed through modem Detroit, Rock Island 
and Davenport in the Midwest. The trail was 
important into the 19th Century. 















I n May, 1979, after ten years working for the Waldenbook 
Company in various management positions, Ken Vander Lugt 
opened The Remarkable Book Shop in the Strack & Van Til 
Plaza in Merrillville. Vander Lugt chose the unusual name as a 
tribute to his favorite bookshop of the same name in Westport, 
Conn., and to convey the idea that his new shop would be some¬ 
thing a little bit different 

In addition to a modest selection of new books (discounted), the 
shop featured thousands of used paperbacks, and a rental library of 
bestsellers and hardcover fiction. Although the shop has changed its 
inventory mix over the years - rental library out, sports trading cards 
in - it has managed to survive in an age when retailing has become 
dominated by superstores. 

"Fortunately, there are still enough consumers who believe it's 
important to support locally-owned, independent stores^ and it is 
with these people I share whatever success the shop had,” Vander 
Lugt says. He adds that his wide selection of used paperbacks, his 
across-the-board discount (10%) of new books, his special order 
efficiency, and the book knowledge he has acquired in his 27 years 
in the business combine to provide a unique and viable place in the 
arena of bookselling. 

Asked if he can foresee another 17 years at the shop, Vander 
Lugt says, "When I signed the lease in 1979,1 was simply looking 
to make a living doing something I love to do. Now, 17 years later, 
kids I remember coming into the store for Nancy Drew books are 
coming in with their own children for Dr. Seuss books. I still love 
coming to work Who knows? Maybe in the year 2013 I'll be lucky 
enough to enjoy watching a third generation of Merrillville readers 
grow up." Now that really would be remarkable! 

The Remarkable Book Shop 
7227 Taft street 
Merrillville. IN 
219-738-2084 


To The Retiree Who 
Wants To Protect 
Your Money, Income, 
And Assets From 
Being Wiped OutP 


Retirees who have not 
set up proper strategies can have 
all of their net worth wiped out 
when someone in the family goes 
into a nursing home The 
government can literally take your 
CD's, house. Social Security, 
pension checks, investments, 
IRA's, you name it! 

One of the biggest myths 
around is that Medicare will pay 
for nursing home expenses This 
is completely WRONG! In tact. 
Medicare usually pays NOTHING 
towards the cost of staying in a 
long term facility! YOU are 
responsible for every dime of 
long term care expenses! Many 
people think that Medicaid will 
pick up the costs of being in a 
nursing home. Thai's true But, 
they will only pay after you've 
lost everything you own! You 


have to be broke before they 
kick in a dime! 

They can FORCE you 
to sell your house They can 
take your Social Security and 
pension checks, and have them 
direct deposited to THEM! 
They can attach your IRA's, 
CD’s...anything! Don't let this 
happen to you You need the 
information that'll teach you 
how to avoid being a victim of 
our government's awful secret. 
You can learn what you need to 
know by getting a FREE new 
report called, "How To Protect 
Your Lifers Saving From 
Being Taken By Medicaid!" 
You can get your copy by calling 
1-800-392-7657,24 hours, for 
a FREE recorded message. 

Call NOW, before it's 
too late! 


Commonwealth 
Business College was 
originally known as 
LaPorte Business 
College, and was first 
organized in 1890 by 
Mr. A. N. Hirons in 
LaPorte, Indiana. In 
1919, ownership of the 
college transferred to Grace and J. J. 
Moore who operated the college suc¬ 
cessfully for nearly 30 years. After 
World War II, Harley and Stephanie 
Reese operated the school under the 
name of Reese School of Business. 

In 1975, Steven C. Smith operated 
the school, under the name 
Commonwealth Business College. In 
1984, Commonwealth expanded and 
opened a campus in Merrillville, 
Indiana, and in 1985 opened an addi¬ 
tional campus in Davenport, Iowa. The 
Davenport campus moved to Moline, 
Illinois in 1987. 

In 1995, The Palmer Group 
purchased the school and operates 
under the name of Commonwealth 
Business College Education 
Corporation. Danny Finuf serves as 
President of all three campus loca¬ 
tions. Dr. G. Stephan Coppock is the 
Corporate President of the schools. 

Commonwealth Business College 
is very proud of its history and its 
many graduates who have become 
successful contributing members of 
our community. We look forward to 
the continued growth and development 
of our student body with a sense con¬ 
fidence and pride. 

The mission of Commonwealth 
Business College is (1) to provide a 
quality education in academics and 
technical/business skills reflecting cur¬ 
rent community needs, (2) to help 


students define, plan and 
achieve their personal and 
career goals, and (3) to 
develop self-confidence in 
students through a positive 
mental attitude. 

In keeping with this 
mission the college is 
devoted to the following 
objectives: Creating a positive, friend¬ 
ly learning environment, where the 
individual student's personal and prac¬ 
tical skill development is encouraged. 
Maintaining qualified, experienced, 
and dedicated staff and faculty mem¬ 
bers who are committed to the col¬ 
lege's philosophy of promoting student 
development. Providing a modern, 
pleasant physical environment con¬ 
ducive to learning. Minimizing the 
barrier to post-secondary career train¬ 
ing for the socially or economically 
disadvantaged by accepting students 
without regard to age, sex, national 
origin, religion, or race and providing 
financial aid services to tho.se who 
qualify. 

Providing career development and 
placement assistance, which will 
enable students to confidently pursue 
employment in their chosen field. 
Responding to the constantly changing 
needs of the business community 
through revision of training methods 
and material and utilizing the employ¬ 
er evaluations and suggestions. 

The college is continually measur¬ 
ing the achievement of our stated mis¬ 
sion. Recognizing the uniqueness of 
each student's goals, it offers students 
support services as well as variable 
length programs to accommodate his 
or her needs. Associate degrees and 
certificates in several fields are avail¬ 
able. 




Different? 

Better! 


• Education Centered 

• Business Guided 

• Placement Driven 


One Class 
Per Day! 



Associate Degree in 
Less Than Two Years 





MERRILLVILLE LAPORTE 

4200 West 81 st Avenue 8995 North State Route 39 


769-3321 

1-800-258-3321 


362-3338 

1-800-519-2416 


COMMONWEALTH 

BUSINESS COLLEGE 































Happy Birthday Merrillville - 25th 


r Resideniial and Commercial ^ ^ 

TOP MSICN ' 

"Specialists in Plastic Laminate ” 


A Computer Work Centers 
A Reception Areas 
A Entertainment Centers 
A Storage Units 

Phone: 219-662-2915 ‘ 


A Bars 

A Counter Tops 
A Cabinets 


PIATAK MEATS 

*J**r 

• Old Fashion Butcher Shop Service 

• Fresh Meats & Poultry 

• Home Made Sausage 

• Custom Cut 
Freezer Orders 


Restaurants, Caterers, Institutions^ 

30 "TfcevtA Ot 

6200 Broadway • Merrillville, IN • 219-980-3520 

MMWMWWW 


Free Delivery to: 


Children get Rewarded for 
Good Report Cards at 
Celebration Station! 

Celebration Station is committed to rewarding students (or their academic 
achievements. In doing so, we have created a “Report Card Reward 
Program.” 

Students are rewarded for their accomplishments in getting good grades. 
They will receive 3 game tokens for each “A” letter grade, 2 game tokens for 
each “B” letter grade, and I game token for each “C” letter grade. They will 
also receive a bonus of 3 game tokens for straight “A’s”. We will accept 7 
solid subjects, which means that each student can receive as many as 84 game 
tokens!!, 

It*s easy! Students just need to bring in their report cards at the end of each 
grading period and get rewarded for their hard work! (We must sec the origi¬ 
nal; we cannot accept copies) Wc also have Achievement Awards that teach¬ 
ers, sponsors or coaches may hand out to students as he or she earns them. 
We hope that this will encourage all students to do their very best, and at 
Celebration Station we want to be able to congratulate them for a job well 
done!! 

Our pizza parties are another great way to give students an incentive to do 
their very best, or the parties can be a “Celebration” of their hard work. We 
can have a Lx)ck-In exclusively for your school. In addition, wc have fund 
raisers that offer an alternative from the traditional sales that many seem to be 
tired of. 

Something else that may interest your schix)l is “Harry Hound,” our mascot. 
He will be happy to visit your sch(X)l or classroom for any event or special 
occasion. Harry is a big promoter of getting good grades and enjoys giving 
the students encouragement. 

Please give us a call (219) 769-7672 if you have any questions or want to 
schedule an event for your school. Good luck with the rest of the school 
year! 







CUCACHAy 


Cate 


7454 BROADWAY 1805 MORTHLAND Or. 

MERRILLVILLE, IN 46n0 VALPARAISO. IN 46383 
(219)769-1885 (219)464-0112 


laiiaiiaiiiasmaiitaw 



World’s Greatest 
Birthday 
Partii 


3 Great 
Party 
Packai 


$0 



99 

Plus 1ai Pv Ramn) 
Ck>iacfG<>(farFt2${fore¥en 
6peafle)l5i^kiknsfnrike 
BinkhyOtdltOtmeip^ 
for eack piesL pvty km A 
kollotms md a pitcher htpsi 


$Q99 

(Plus Tax Per Person) 

Golf and Piz!A 15 game tokens for die Birthday 
Quid, 10 game toi^ for each guest, part\ hats 
A balloons, pitcher Pepsi, cdteand ke cream 
andatslurtforikeBirthdavCkUd. 


$4 099 

■ db puittPv Person) 

Pizza, 15 gaaif tokens for the birthday Child, 10 game tokens 
for each guest, party hats A balloons, a pitcher of htpsi, 
cake and tee cream, a t-shirt for the Birthday Child, 
and a Birthday Play Pass 


1-65 A U.S. 30 
MERRILLVILLE 
219-769-7672 


Suwon Bvtfidiiy rViy 
A um Ai b W PncM Subiict 10 Cnongo 



























































































Don’s Custom 
Kitchens and Baths 

If you aik any homeowner where the heart of the home is, they will prob 
ably tell you it’s the kitchen. Statistics reveal that more time is spent in the 
kitchen than m any other room in the home. Ck)esn‘t it make sense, then, that 
your kitchen should be attractive and convenient? If you are dissatisfied with 
the stale of your kitchen or hath, or you are planning to build a new home, he 
sure to consult with Don*s Custom Kitchen & Bath, located in Merrillville at 
7390 Broadway, phone 769-3630 These experienced craftsmen can turn your 
kitchen into a functional and beautiful room that you will truly love. 

Their quality crafted cabinets are constructed from the finest hardwoods 
and sculptured in all styles from traditional to contemporary. They offer a total 
design service from concept to completion. The professionals at Don’s 
Custom Kitchen & Bath will offer you their selection of kitchen layouts, or 
custom build your kitchen or bath according to your specifications. F.xpen 
installation is offered or they can supply the do-it-yourselfer. 

If you arc a discriminating buyer who appreciates unique features, out¬ 
standing design and first quality workmanship in a kitchen or bath that con¬ 
forms to your personality, contact Don’s Custom Kitchen & Bath Uxlay for a 
design consultation. They can turn your dream kitchen into a reaiit). 


Schwinn Cycling Fitness 

of Northwest Indiana 

Merrillville . 640 W. Lincoln Hwy. . (219) 738 - BIKE 

Welcome to the expenence of Schw inn Cycluig & Fitness of Schererville' The reason 
for the term "experience" is evident from the lime you are greeted by any (me of the bike 
consultants current!) employed there The mission statement is simple: Provide the highest 
standards of sales and service along with the finest quality of bicycling and exercise 
equipment available 

Thirteen years ago, Gene Eenigenburg, the president of Schwinn Cyclmg & Fitness 
tx-ou^t that motto with him to Schererville m the form of a small bike sttM’e He felt that 
N W Indiana had an mcredibly strong ecoiwmic base, but also seemed very farmly onented 
as a whole Memllville, m particular, has stood as an icon of financial stren^h and a 
frmthold for the independent busmess owner During the years, he's seen many things 
change, but these principles have remamed in the area 

In order to remain # 1 in NW Indiana, Schwinn has had to change along with their 
customer's needs The first step was to expand So, in March of 1995, they opened up 
their second location in Merrillville The second step was to offer more alternatives to 
customers in the way of fiuiess In order to facilitate this. Schwinn Cycling & Fitness is 
now' offermg a variety of weight stacks, treadmills, health nders, ab crunches, and 
recumbent exercisers to name a few. The third step was to offer more mformation to the 
consumers. January of 1997 will mark the newest addition to Schwinn's staff; a certified 
fitness tramer available for exercise consulting as well as in home personal training To 
book an appointmenC 0^1769-0088 

In apprecialKm, Schwinn Cycling & Fitness of NW Indiana salutes Merrillville in 
^thei^5fr^nruversag^ndj^OTifi^nlof^^iron^ilur^wjtlut^ge(^il^^^^^^^ 


KITOIEN i BATH REMODELING 


Where Dream Kitchens 
Come True! 

Serving The Community 
For 28 Years 

219 - 769-3630 



DON’S CUSTOM KITCHENS & BATH 


APPAREL THAT WORKS! 

RELIABLE TEXTILE CO., LLC ^ 

MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF... 

y^Healthcare Uniforms 
y^Maintenance Uniforms 
y^Chefs 'Apparel 
yyAprons/Resfaurant Appore! 
y'Corporate D (Polos, Tees, Caps, Jackets, Be.) 

y^Linens For Restaurants, Hotels, Healthcare 
y^Window Blinds, Cubicle Curtains and Hardware 

EMBROIDERY & SILK SCREENING 

BEST SELECTION 0 BEST PRICES 0 BEST DELIVERY 

1507 W. 81st Avenue (Hwy, 30) 
Merrillville 

219 - 769-4917 


Large and Small Businesses 
This Is Your One Stop Shop 




WORLD OF RAINBOWS 
LEARNING CENTER, INC. 

CHILD CARE/PRE-SCHOOL 

-T r” 


COUPON 


$1(rOFF 

PRESCHOOL 


REGISTRATION 

World of Rainbows Learning Center 



COUPON 


CHILD CARE 

NO 

REGISTRATION FEE 


J L 


NEW CLIENTS ONLY 
World of Rainbows Learning Center 


2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 


HIGHLAND: 

Located in Porte de L'eau Plaza 
2058-60 45th • 924-3389 

DYER: 

Infants up to age 12 
870 Richard Place • 864-1141 



HOT Spot 


•Custom Lettering *1500 Transfer Designs 
•Personalized while You Wait 
•Custom Screening •Custom Embroidering 
•Custom Transfers •Custom-Cap 
•Photo T-Shirts 



20 % 

OFF 

Total 

Purchase!* 

exidudM Sale 


Custom Orders. 


*Must present this coupon . Offer expires 1/31/97 


We Also Specialize In Custom Work for Schools 
• Churches • Businesses « Teams 
• Organizations and Reunions! _ 


We Also Carry These "Hot" Designs; 

star Trek • SUrWars • Coca Cola 

Disney e Looney Toons e Beatles e Three Stooges e Betty Boop 
Anamaniacs e Precious Moments e Home Improvement and More! 

You Will Find Great Gifts For Everyone! 

Century Mall e RL 30 & Broadway e Merrillville, IN e 76fi-TEES 


/ 










































The California 
Exchange Hotel 



As networks of thoroughfares were cut out of countryside formerly accessible 
only by paths, there grew a need for way stations to relieve the discomfort of long 
distance travel. A host of inns and taverns sprang up along stage routes to meet the 
demand One such establishment was the Old California Exchange Hotel of 
Merrillville, Indiana, erected in 1842 along the stage route that had been estab¬ 
lished along the Old Sauk Trail (73rd Avenue) from Ft. Dearborn (Chicago) to 
Crown Point 

Travel in those days was uncomfortable, to say the least. A day's journey may 
have been no more than 10-25 miles but those were hard miles on bumpy dirt 
roads, full of ruts and strewn with rocks in a cramped "coach" that lacked shock 
absorbers and had poor suspension Moreover the seats were often unpadded. When 
the coach was filled to capacity, passengers were forced to sit shoulder to shoulder 
and had to endure each other's floppmg around as the vehicle swayed and rocked. 
It might also happen that one person would subject his fellow travelers to some 
unpleasant personal habit, like smoking malodorous cigars, an activity that added 
new dimensions in unpleasantness in the poorly ventilated carriage. It seemed that 
those w indow s did more to let in the choking dust churned up by the horses and the 
wheels than to let out clouds of smoke. 

It is no wonder that these inns were a welcome sight to dust encrusted, perspi¬ 
ration soaked travelers who craved food, drink, bath and a comfortable bed in 
which to rest their bruised backsides. California Hotel Proprietor Myiel Pierce saw 
there was a profit to be made from servicing these simple needs. 

The Old Hotel was originally a house, in fact the first house ui town It was a 
laige frame structure with a double tiered porch. Various additions were made to it 
as the inn changed hands over the years; for instance, the back section was built 
when the hotel started renting rooms upstairs. ^ 

The Hotel also had facilities for the travel worn horses. The drivers could 
groom and feed the horses and let them rest for the night. Moreover the Hotel 
served as a mail drop; that is, the stage delivered local mail to the proprietor, and 
townspeople would come to him to claim their letters. 

Originally the Hotel did not have a bar. When one was added, the Hotel be¬ 
came a big draw for the natives as well as the wayfarers. Townsmen would gather 
there and perhaps enlivened by the spirits they drank, hold heated political debates. 
Others might discuss grain prices and cattle raising and still others might be con¬ 
tent to just sit and while away the hours over a mug of ale. 


Merrillville Cemetery 

The old Merrillville Cemetery lies on the eastern outskirts of 73rd Avenue just 
west of 165 on the north side of the road. 

In the early 1800s the cemetery was the early pioneer's burial ground. There 
are many unreadable stones and possibly some graves which are no longer even 
marked The oldest readable stone is Rebecca Case, wife of E M Case, who died 
on August 27, 1936 at the age of 39. The inscription is barely visible and the stone 
is broken. No stone can be found with her husband's name on it. 

In the second half of the 19th century more names are noticeable. The Merrill 
family has members buried there. In terms of numbers of headstones, the Pierce 
family has the most Forty members are there rangmg from Myicl Pierce who died 
in 1845 to a most recent Myiel Pierce who died in 1929. 

The Saxton funily has 29 markers Three Cast family members are buried 
here but time has lost all reference to this family. The stones are so old or broken 
that for Amos, Hiram, and Reuben, no dates are readable. 

Most of the graves date from the early 1900s when the town was experiencing 
its most rapid, early growth. 

Today many tombstones are old and green with age Many are chipped and 
cracked. Some have been overturned and broken by vandels. There are at least 365 
people buried in this cemetery' - possibly more. Older graves wfiose markers didn't 
withstand the wind and weather may have deteriorated 

The most recent stone is dated 1973. Plots are still available through the Trustee's 
Office. 

The cemetery’ had been unmarked for many years until in 1976 the Suburban 
Federated Woman's Club erected a sign which now stands at its entrance and spon¬ 
sored a cleanup of this historic and frequently forgotten place in Merrillville’s his¬ 
tory 



Manufacturers of Quality 
Laminated Cabinets Countertops 


CUSTOM MADE LAMINATED CABINETS 6, TOPS 
CORIAN PRODUCTS • COUNTERTOPS 
BAR TOPS • CASEWORK • VANITIES 

OPEN MON - FRI 

Crown Cabinet & Countertop, Inc. 
219 - 663-2725 or 769-1522 

500 SHERIDAN . CROWN POINT, IN 


^TH'en^utUUile 



Broadway 
Plaza 
Pain Relief 
Center 




Dr. Robert Hall and Staff 

5360 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
219-884-3250 


I FREE Spinal Exam I 

I with this coupon. Expires 12-31-96 I 

Medicaid Accepted • Insurance Accepted • Auto & Injuries 


OET PAID UP TO 
$180 PER WEEK 
FOR COUPONS YOU 
CLIP AT HOME 


Clip ordinary grocery coupons from newspapers 
and magazines. No quotas to meet. No limit in 
how many you can send. Reliable program has 
been paying people for over four years. 

Full guaranteed. Try it for 90 days 
& see how much money you make. 


For details, please send one dollar cash and a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. (91/2" long). 


Business Exchange 
P.O. Box 904 
Westmont, IL 60559 







































LOTS TO DO & so TIME! 


TO DO LIST _ 

1. Rant mailbox; gat pottaga itampt 

2. Pack and thip (UPS) Seott'a gift 

3. Fax report - Michael 

4. Internet book-up (NETNITCO) 

5. Copy iniuranee papert 

6. Word Proeatiing (Jeff't reaume) 

7. Samplet (FedEx) to Kim 

8. Laminate Meghan't ID Card 

9. Drop off dry cleaning 


NOW...FOR ALL THESE SERVICES 
ONE 
STOP! 



MAIL & BUSINESS CENTER, Inc. 


756-2777 

Fax: 756-2780 
8101 Polo Club Drive 
Merrillville 

(Route 30 at the Polo Club) 


Commercial Mail Receiving 
Agencies Serve Multitude of 
Business and Consumer Needs 


Merrillville, Indiana, September 
1996 - If you are tired of waiting in Post 
Office lines; If you don't like driving 
miles to the nearest United Parcel Ser¬ 
vice office; or if you'd like help wrap¬ 
ping your last-minute gifts, you may be 
in the market for a commercial mail re¬ 
ceiving agency (CMRA) They are pri¬ 
marily service businesses, and the 
industry's growth has been attributed to 
the trend toward a service and conve¬ 
nience oriented economy 

CMRAs are so diverse, it would be 
hard to describe the typical agency. Most 
provide gift wrapping service while oth¬ 
ers offer business support services like 
typing or word processing, copying, 
faxing and other services. But the one 
thing they have in common is mailbox 
rentals 

Since the average mailbox rental for 
a standard size box at a CMRA is about 
$10 a month (more than the going rate 
at the US Post Office), the question 
arises, "Why do people use CMRAs?" 
The answer varies but can be generally 
summed up as convenience. In some 
areas, mailboxes at the Post Office are 
all rented and there is a waiting list. A 
local CMRA can provide an alternative 
with no waiting. CMRAs also offer other 
advantages For example, packages 
from other shipping services like United 
Parcel Service (UPS) and Federal Ex¬ 
press (FedEx) can be delivered to a 
CMRA, but not to a box at the Post 
Office 

Some CMRAs offer a prestigious 
address and often get a substantial part 
of their business from people in sur¬ 
rounding communities who prefer to 
have a mailing address in a laiger or 
more widely recognized commumty. 

But for most CMRAs, convenient 
mail receivmg features are only the first 
step Most offer a variety of services In 


fact, the term "diversified business ser¬ 
vices centers" more accurately describes 
the industry. CMRAs serve consumers 
as well as businesses. 

Some of the most common services 
offered at CMRAs include: 


word processing gift wrapping 
secretarial service package shipping 
bulk mailing fax 
copying laminating 

stamp sales telephone answering 
mailbox rentals notary public 
office supplies shipping supplies 
document shredding pacbge receiving 
Customers who use CMRAs can be 


as varied as the services. Many individu¬ 
als like the speed and cost advantages 
of UPS and FedEx for shipping pack¬ 
ages, especially around the holiday, but 
these carriers tend to locate their pack¬ 
age receiving facilities in the warehouse 
or commercial district of a community. 
This can mean a considerable drive for 


many individual shippers. In addition, 
UPS shipping offices, like Post Office 
lobbies, tend to get crowded around the 
holiday season. 

Most CMRAs act as package con¬ 
solidators. They accept packages for 
shipping by UPS, FedEx and other car¬ 
riers. They add a convenience charge to 
the shipping price and have the pack¬ 
ages picked up once a day by the carri¬ 
ers. Many shippers are more than will¬ 
ing to pay convenience charge to avoid 
the drive to the UPS facility and to avoid 
the potential lines either there or at the 
Post Office 


As US consumers demand more and 
more convenience, more services will be 
added as these businesses diversify to 
fulfill their objective of becoming the 
neighborhood's "one-stop business ser¬ 
vice center" ASAP Mail and Business 


Center is a local CMRA and can be 
found at the Polo Club complex in 
Merrillville 


CONGRATULATIONS MERRILLVILLE! 



Dennis J. Voris 
Rtgiotnd Eepmemativt 


Oak Tree 
Financial 
Services 

8585 Broadway, Suite 850 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 795-1000 
(800) 804-0854 
Fax: (219) 795-1016 

Voris Financial 
Services 


Secwidei Ofloed ThtDOfh FSC Secwitks Corpontiaa 
A Repitered Brater^Deafer-Member of NASO ml SXK 



Mark) A. Ruiz 

Dirretor efUarkeiing 



Happy Birthday 
Merrillville! 
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Mention this ad i 

and save 10% OFF 
any service call or 
installation. |||n|||||M 

VERCELLINO’S 11 

Heating and Air Conditioning Specialties lyM 

5500 East 81st Avenue • Suite B • Merrillville, IN • 

(219)942-7637 


ODimstaiiTit €'^ 

Oeami 

MAID SERVICE 

Home • Apartments • Offices 

STAFF UMFORMED, BONDED & INSURED • ALL EQUIPMBIT & SUPPLIES PROVIDS) 

[ *5*® OFF 

i *20«®0FF 1 

1 General Cleaning Of 

1 Deep Cleaning Of 1 
j Entire Home j 

1 Not valid with any other offer. • 

j Entire Home 

1 New Customers Only. Does not apply to regular 
1 service discounts. Not valid wRn any other offer 

1 Expires 12/51/96. | 

j Expires 12/51/96. 

HARRISON RIDGE SQUARE 

419 RIDGE ROAD e MUNSTER 

( 219 ) 856-2650 

FREE Phone Estimates 

( 219 ) 756-5800 


PaIace PizzA & 


5660 HARRisoN 

1 Block N. Of EAqln's Food 

(219) 980^9111 



Best Pizza In Town! 


* 1.50 


Off Large Pizza 
OR 

* 1.00 Off Medium Pizza | 
OR 

.50(^ Off Small Pizza 

Ona offer par coition. 

Not valid with any other offer 
NOEXRRATION. 


50*! Off I FREE 


Any Gyro 
Sandwich 

One offer per 
coupon Not valid 
with any other offer 
NOEXRF^TION 


IDELIVERYI 

I On Pizzas & Orders 
I Over $10.00 

j bmitad Delivery Area. 













































RiPley Auto Service 


2208 Ripley Street 



V TIM MERRIMAN.JR. 

Tim has been in the automotive industry approximately 1 
'/i years. Tim is a tire mounter, lubrication technician and 
is currently under an apprentice program with Ripley 
Auto Service for automotive repair and customer service. 



• Lake Station, Indiana 46405 • P 

•< OSCAR LOVELESS 

Oscar is the owner and proprietor of Ripley Auto 
Service. Oscar has over 20 years experience in the 
Automotive industry. He formerly worked for P.T.L. Tire 
& Auto for approximately 17 years. Oscar started as a 
tire mounter, went on to an automotive apprentice, and 
then a Certified Automotive Technician. 

In 1993 Oscar ventured out and operated Ridgeway 
Service Department for about 2 years. Presently, Oscar 
owns Ripley Auto Service a certified NAPA Auto Repair 
Service Center. “Quality and honesty at a fair price" is 
our standard at Ripley Auto Service. Ripley Auto Service 
has a complete line of custom wheels, tires, truck acces- 
’siwies and automotive parts. 



Located 2 blocks south of 94 on Ripley Street (Rt. 5!) 


BOB GREGORY > 

Bob has 20 years experience in the automotive industry. 
Bob started at the former P.T.L Tire & Auto as a tire 
mounter. He worked up to tire salesman. Parts Manager, 
Assistant Service Manager and then Service Manager. 
Bob was with P.T.L for approximately 17 years. Since 
then he has worked at a Pontiac Dealership and was 
Sales Manager at an Independent Firestone Store. While 
with the Firestone Dealer, Bob helped the dealer to 
become #1 in the nation in new accounts for independent 
Firestone dealers. Bob has a vast amount of knowledge 
of the automotive industry & customer service. 


i: 219-963-0207 



A JAMES BARBARA 

James staned as an Automotive Technician at the age of 
18. Ten years later he is going strong in the automotive 
industry. Jim’s specialty is engine overhaul and replace¬ 
ment, transmissions and drive train repairs. 




Ripley Auto Service 

2220 Ripley Street • Lake Station • 963-0207 


BAHERIES ON 


TIRE BLOWOUT SALE 


Michelin • KeHy • Lemans • Vouge 


OPEN ^ _ 

SUNDWS ^ 


VISA 


Call for FREE Estimates • All Work Guaranteed 

• • 20 YEARS ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN • • 


RADIATOR FLUSH & FILL I TIRE ROTATION I TUNE-UP SPECIAL I OIL&RLTER I BRAKE SERVICE 


We’ll replace your worn- 
out coolant and check 
your complete cooling 
system 



’See us lor Exact Services Parlormed 




4 Tires Rotation And 
Wheel Balance. 


For both domestic and 
import tune-ups. See us 
for exact services 
performed. 


Every 3,000 miles, have 
us change your oil with 
Quality Mobil 



inckides up to rive quarts of MoUl Oil 
and NAPA Silver Oil RIter 


QUALITY 8f EXPERIENCE 

Our professional technicians use 
quality brake shoes and pads 
backed by Limited Lifetime 

Warranties! ’Certain models extra 



COUPON 


COUPON 


COUPON 


COUPON 


15%0FFI15%0FFil10%0FF 


SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 


On Tuesdays With This Coupon On Mondays With This Coupon 


LADIES DAY 


I I 

II 
I 


LABOR 

With This Coupon 


15 POINT PRE-WINTER 
INSPECTION 

FREE 


^ wii muMUdyo Y¥iiii I Hid uuupuii ^ ^ ¥¥1111 iiiiduuupuii ^ with this coupon 
























































eirx CCCTIPICATE 


From 


roc ONE NEW CAOEC 

For Delivery Call 1-630-963-9114 
Certificate Number 201-694 

Activation Required at time of Redemption 



MERRILLVILLE PLAZA 
1858 East 80th Avenue 
(One Door East of Kids R-Us) 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

Phone: (219) 736-0255 
Fax: (219) 736-0258 



COUPON 


^- PI 

nVE DOLLARS 

Athletes In Motion 

2198 Southlake Mall, Merrillville, IN 
769-1525 

Redeemabie Thru December. 1996 



CAFE VENEZIA 

405 West 81st Avenue 
MERRillvillE, IN 46410 

219^7?6-220J 


1996 DIAMOND BACK 
CLEARANCE 


TliE EII\E ECETE 

9222lndianapolis Blvd. - Highland, Indiana 
Accessories / Exercise Equipment 
Service on ail brands 


(S> 




DIAMOND 

BACK‘D 


(219) 972-2522 

HOURS: MON - FRI 10-7; SAT 10-5 


DIAMONDS 
BACIC 


OUTLOOK Reg. 
WILDWOOD Reg.. 
SORRENTO Reg.. 
TOPANCA Reg.. 


...$199^^ SALEJMS 
J259^^ SALE.J225 
*299®® S>11E....*250 
*399®® SALE... *350 

























The Luxury of 
Lakeside Living! 



One half mile south of US 30 on Rt. 41 
2010 Sherwood Lake Drive 
Schererville, Indiana 46375 


Sherwood 
Lake 

219 - 322-4142 


Situated cm 48 
acres of wood' 
ed, hilly terrain 
and beautifully 
landscaped 
grounds. 

Located near 
schools, shop' 
ping and business centers. 


• Two Scenic Lakes 

• Three Swimming Pools 

• Two Tennis Courts 

• Patio or Balcony 

• Fully Equipped Kitchen 

• Intercom System 




DO rov mivT “promises, promises” 

€0iummEivT? 



A lot of dealers will make a 
lot of promises. 

We think differently. 


After decades of service to customers in the Lake and Porter Coui 
we firmly believe that a strong Commitment to Customer Satisfaction has 
brought us thousands of LOYAL CUSTOMERS. 

All of us at Paul Sur Pontiac appreciate customer loyalty and are committee 
to continuing the heritage that has made us a Ton Volume Pontiac Dealer 
as well as a Ton-Rated Customer Service Dealership . 

We have many awards that reflect our commitment from top sales to top 
service. We are among the elite group of Pontiac dealers in the nation. 
Dut we*re smart enough to know that the awards mean very little without the 
customers who return year after year, oil change after oil change. 

We will continue to offer you the best selection in the area, 
outstanding service and our loyalty. 







ervice is 

I promise. 

nmitment 


PAULV SUR 


PONTIAC 

6300 Broadway • HUerrillville 
000-0980 New Cars • 980-7331 Used Cars 




--1 ::: 


— 

61$4 


% 

0 


1_ 

^SVl 

Hiddao 

If 




































































